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Key diagnostic test might be missing many coronavirus cases

China's ability to control a rapidly spreading coronavirus epidemic is under further strain amid fears that a key test used
to confirm new cases is failing to catch large numbers of people with the disease. Problems with so-called nucleic acid
tests (NATs) widely used to identify the presence of the previously unknown pneumonia-causing virus make it likely
that many infections are going uncounted even as the number of confirmed cases continues to spiral.

“Even patients who definitely have the disease only come back positive 30%-50% of the time,” Wang said. “Testing

throat swabs (from potentially infected people) also returns  lot of false negatives
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